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Turmoil over slavery led to acts Violence can make compromise Harriet Beecher popular sovereignty
Stowe

more difficult.

Kansas—Nebraska A¢ |

of violence.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  john Brown

Fugitive Slave Act

ONE AMERICAN’S STORY

arriet Beecher Stowe was outraged when she heard about the part of

Harriet Beecher STOWE
the Compromise of 1850 that would help slaveholders recapture runaway

slaves. She stated that the Christian men who passed this law "cannot
know what slavery is.”

Stowe's anger motivated her to write Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
a novel that portrayed slavery as brutal and immoral. In
+his section, you will learn how the Compromise of 1850
deepened the division between the North and the South. 2

The Fugitive Slave Act
Lt The 1850 law to help slaveholders recapture runaway slaves
onsas-Nebraska  was called the Fugitive Slave Act. People accused of being
fugitives under this law could be held without an arrest war-
rant. In addition, they had no right to a jury trial. Instead, a
federal commissioner ruled on cach case. The commissioner
received five dollars for releasing the defendant and ten dol-
lars for turning the defendant over to 2 slaveholder.
Southerners felt that the Fugitive Slave Act was justified - mmmnrm;_i
because they considered slaves to be property. But Northerners resented W.
the Fugitive Slave Act. It required Northerners to help recapture runaway |
slaves. It placed fines on people who would not cooperate and jail terms |
on people who helped the fugitives escape. In addition, Southern slave
catchers roamed the North, sometimes capturing frec African Americans.
The presence of slave catchers throughout the North brought home m
the issue of slavery to Northerners. They could no longer ignore the fact |

that, by supporting the Fugitive Slave Act, they played an important
ery. They faced a moral choice. Should they
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role in mnmwoﬁ&bm slav
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Free and Slave States and Territories, 1820-1854

Compromise of 1850

P eX A3 oy
0 KANSAS
-~ TERRITORY Tw..gﬂ
.

[ Free states

[ Territory closed to slavery
[ Slave states

[ Territory open to slavery

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Maps

1. Region What new free states and slave states entered the Union between 1820
and 1854?

2. Region How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act change the amount of territory open
to slavery?

allowing people to vote for slavery in territories where the Missouri
Compromise had banned it. ‘

As Douglas hoped, Southerners applauded the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise and supported the bill. Even though the bill angered oppo-
nents of slavery, it passed. It became known as the Kansas—Nebraska Act.
Few people realized that the act would soon turn Kansas into a battle-
ground over slavery.

“Bleeding Kansas”

Proslavery and antislavery settlers rushed into the Kansas Territory, just

west of Missouri, to vote for the territorial legislature. At the time of the

election in March 1855, there were more proslavery settlers than anti-

slavery settlers in the territory. But the proslavery forces did not want to

risk losing the election. Five thousand Missourians came and voted in

the election illegally. As a result, the official Kansas legislature was

packed with proslavery representatives. Vocabulary
Antislavery settlers boycotted the official government and formed a  boycott: refuse

government of their own. With political authority in dispute, settlers on  to partidpael

both sides armed themselves. In May, a proslavery mob attacked the

town of Lawrence, Kansas. The attackers destroyed offices and the
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“thapter GI5) Section 2 The Crisis Deepens .
T i OV R Shoir ks

Guided Reading

A. Recognizing Effects As you read the section, take notes on the effects of the
Compromise of 1850.

moa_uaaw.m
of 1850

B. Evaluating Use the chart below to evaluate the role of these people and ideas in
raising tensions over the issue of slavery in the 1850s.

Copyright © McDougal Littell Inc.

popular sovereignty _ 1.
.xmqmmmﬂz%ﬂm_a Act | 2;
“Bleading Kansas” u 3.
John maé: _ 4,
Preston Brooks ; 5.
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